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ADMIRAL SEMITES HOUSE 
802 Government Street HABS   > ;■■ 

ALA 
Mobile, Mobile Oounty, Alabama.      I*9-MOBI 

56- Owner&hip; 

Present Owner;    Admiral Semmes Sstate, 

previous Owners;    Peter Horta, 
Admiral Raphael Semmes. 

Date of Breotion; 1858 

Architect; Unknown, 

Builder; Peter Horta, 

Present Condition; 8ood» 

Humber of Stories; Two* 

Materials of Qonstruction;    Two story brick; woo<& porches; 
oast iron balustrades;     oast iron steps and railings* 

Other pfhcisting Eeoords; 

See; "HISTOEIO BUILDIHGS Off OLD MOBILES" 
By John f* glehnon- Rosemary Glennon 
Pen and Ink: drawing *by Ghici Glennon Lasley. 

See; Birmingham Hews, December 6,  1936, 

"fflgMMBS.  MVAL HBRO Off OOTOBDgRACY" 
By Yarian ffeare,(Mrs. E. ft. Burkhardt) 

<4jjflh Compiled by:      Katherine Floyd, Auburn, Ala. 

Approved;    E. Walter Burkhardt, District Officer, HABS 
12/9/1936 

T.T.W. 8/4/37 
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Additional Data;'  MobileJs most famous citizen,one 
of sacred memory, is Eaphael Semmes, the Great Southern 
Haval Commander during the"War between the States** 

He was horn September 27, 1809 in 
Charles County, Maryland, died at Ills Mobile residence 
August 30, 1877. 

At Duncan Place, the corner of Government 
and Royal Streets in Mobile, stands a monument erected 
to his memory on the granite bas4 thereof, in bas-relief 
is a likeness of his beloved Alabama* 

In Mobile there also stands a charming 
town house of drench influence, two stories with double 
verandas at the front enhanced with lovely wrought-iron 
balustrades. Built of brick with stone lintels, simple 
denticulation in brick at the front roof line, fully and 
Substantially shuttered, and with an extensive wing at the 
rear, it is, indeed architecturally a gem of its kind* 

(Dh© home was built about 1858 h^  Peter 
Eorta, of Mobile. In 1871 it was purchased by popular 
subscription and presented to the Confederate naval her©. 
Admiral Semmea dwelt there until his death in August, 1877. 

We are told there is a movement afoot to 
repurchase this home and make thereof a shrine to the 
memory of thertstormy petrel". 

It would mean the preservation of an 
architectural treasure, fov he who studies the proportions 
of the house, its massing, its detailm is faeinated. !The 
exquisite iron lacework, the delicate iron balustrades and 
grills of the four steps, are a delight. The old garden 
too, is intact, crackling magnolia leaves carpeting the 
whole• 

Within the old mahogany stair, the marble 
mantels, the paneled double and single doors, the nicely 
turned mouldings, 3tand as replicas of the golden age. 
It would, indeed, be a simple matter to restore it to 
a position for service and let us hope that such a future 
is in store for it before it, too,.riis gone with the wind," 

Source of Material: Sarian feare, (Mra, E. W. Burkhardt) 
Au.bu.rn, Alabama. 


